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THE SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT INITIATIVES - INSTITUT DE FRANCE AWARDS 
RECOGNISE TWO PROJECTS IMPROVING ACCESS TO WATER, SANITATION AND WASTE 

MANAGEMENT FOR DISADVANTAGED PEOPLE  
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES  

 

On 4 July 2012, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT CEO, Jean-Louis Chaussade, and Gabriel de Broglie, 

Chancellor of the Institut de France, presented the SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT Initiatives - 

Institut de France awards. 

As part of the Water for all competition organised in 2009 and 2010 by the SUEZ 

ENVIRONNEMENT Foundation, these two awards, each worth 50,000 euros, recognise two 

innovative projects aimed at promoting access to essential services: water, sanitation and waste 

management for disadvantaged people in developing countries.   

 

ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL SERVICES AWARD PRESENTED TO THE FRENCH RED CROSS IN 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE TOGOLESE RED CROSS FOR THE  "MOTHERS’ CLUB IN THE SAVANNAH 

REGION OF TOGO" PROJECT  
 

The Access to Essential Services Award recognises an innovation developed by a non-profit-

making organisation. It aims to establish a link between applied research and operational 

development projects. The objective is to ensure that the greatest possible number of people 

benefits from innovations, thus allowing them to be used by development professionals in the 

water, sanitation or waste management sectors in developing countries.  

    

Through this project, the Red Cross is seeking to disseminate good practice in water management, 

hygiene and sanitation at household level by focusing on women. As the traditional household 

managers, women play a pivotal intergenerational role. These are long-term achievements: the 

focus on their role as mothers has made it easier for local people to take ownership of new water 

supply installations and acquire effective management skills.  

 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARD PRESENTED TO GREEN BIO ENERGY FOR THE  
"TRANSFORMATION OF ORGANIC WASTE INTO COAL BRIQUETTES IN UGANDA" PROJECT 

The Social Entrepreneurship Award rewards and encourages an initiative led by a social 

entrepreneur. It aims to develop economic activities carried out by social entrepreneurs in the 

fields of water, sanitation and waste management in developing countries. These initiatives often 

generate jobs and have a social impact, particularly among poor or vulnerable people.  

  

Established in the shanty towns of Kampala, Green Bio Energy is the first company to operate in 

the field of renewable energy in Uganda. Its activities provide an answer to three of the country’s 

main problems: waste management, particularly organic waste, which accounts for over 80% of 

total solid waste; the volatility of household fuel prices; and massive deforestation due to domestic 



requirements.  

The project innovation lies in the transformation of organic waste into coal briquettes, packaged 

and sold at prices that are up to 40% cheaper than conventional fuels. The project has created 17 

jobs and provided training and awareness-building for over 4000 people.  

www.prix-initiatives.com 

 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

About the SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT INITIATIVES FUND 
On 1 January 2011, the SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT INITIATIVES FUND took over from the SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 
–Water for All Foundation  
Its aims: 

• To develop access to essential services for disadvantaged people in developing countries by supporting 
projects led by international solidarity organisations  

• To promote integration through employment and training, in France; 
• To strengthen skills, particularly thanks to the Water for All Chair, created in partnership with 

ParisTech 
• To respond to emergencies by continuing to support Aquassistance, an international solidarity 

organisation well-known for its development and emergency projects.  
www.suez-environnement.fr/groupe/fonds-suez-environnement-initiatives 
www.savoirspartages-suez-environnement.com 
  

About SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 

Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) and its 
subsidiaries deal with the challenge of protecting resources by providing innovative solutions to industry and to 
millions of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies drinking water to 91 million people, provides wastewater 
treatment services for 63 million people and collects the waste produced by 57 million people. SUEZ 
ENVIRONNEMENT has 80,410 employees and, with its presence on five continents, is a world leader exclusively 
dedicated to water distribution and management services. In 2011, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, a subsidiary 
owned 35.7 % by GDF SUEZ, achieved revenues of 14.8 billion euros. 
www.suez-environnement.fr  

  

About the Institut de France    
Created in 1795, the Institut de France is one of the oldest and most prestigious institutions providing 
sponsorship and managing donations and legacies. For the past two centuries, it has managed foundations and 
awarded prizes, playing an incomparable philanthropic role in today’s world. 
Created by private citizens and businesses, the Foundations and the Institute Award benefit from the 
experience of this ancient institution in the fields of sponsorship and philanthropy, as well as the expertise of 
academics in all their competence areas. 
www.institut-de-france.fr 
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